2001 Fisheries Resource Monitoring Plan REVIEW DRAFT

01-110 The Harvest and Use of Non-
Salmon Species in the Copper River
Basin

Investigators. AlaskaDepartment of Fish and Game, Division of Subsistence; Copper River Native
Association; ChitinaVillage Council; Cheesh’ naVillage Council; Mentasta Tribal Council; Dr. JamesKari

FY 2001 Budget: $120,000 Total Budget (two years): $170,323

Geographic Area: Cook Inlet-Gulf of Alaska
I nformation Type: Harvest Monitoringand TEK

Issue: Asthe Copper River basin attracts more non-locd fishers, someof theimportant non-salmon
subsi stence speciesare subject to alocation conflictsand conservation i ssues.
Thisproject will determine;
1. Current patternsand trendsof the harvest and use of non-salmon species (trout, steelhead, burbot,
grayling, and whitefish) inthe Copper River Basin.
2. Hidoricd patternsof harvest and use of these speciesinthe Copper River Basin.
3. Long-term changesintheecology of non-samon speciesthrough the documentation of traditional
ecologica knowledge (TEK).

Objectives.
1. Using quantitative methods, document the current harvest and use of non-salmon speciesinthe
Copper River Basin.
2. Recordthetraditional ecologica knowledge of Ahtnaeldersand other residentsof theregionas
related to the ecology of non-salmon species.
3. Recordtheextent of historic use of non-salmon species.
4. Develop mapped dataon contemporary and historic fishing sitesfor non-salmon species.

Methods. Thisproject hasthree components: first, document current harvestsand use of non-salmonfish
inthe Copper River Basin, including dataon fishing sitesand seasondlity of harvests. Second, gather |ocal
knowledge on the ecol ogy of non-salmon speci esincluding the distribution of specific species, thedevel op-
ment of local taxonomies, and local knowledge of spawning areas. Third, collect dataon thehistorical use
of non-salmon species. Methodsinclude an areawide harvest survey and open ended and directed inter-
viewswith AhtnaEldersand other long-term residents of theregion. Dr. JamesKari will interview Ahtna
Eldersinthe Ahtnalanguage. The mapping portion of thisproject (objective no. 4) isto be completed by
thevillage of Mentasta, whichisdeveloping GI Scapahilities.

Products: In collaborationwith four tribal entities, Subs stence Division staff will prepareawritten report
that will includeadiscussion, andys's, and summariesof both quaitative and quantitative datacollected
during theresearch phase. Mapswill be provided through acooperative effort with the Mentasta Village
Coundail.
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Experienceof Investigators:

TheDivision of Subs stence has conducted sociocultural research and subs stence harvest assessmentson
the Copper River sincetheearly 1980s. Membersof the Subsistence Division staff have conducted
anthropological fieldwork intheareasincethelate 1970s. In 1996 the Division conducted astudy of the
subsistencefishery in cooperation with the Copper River Native Association that resulted in areport onthe
fishery presented to the AlaskaBoard of Fisheries. Thisresearchincluded interviewing Ahtnaand non-
Native participantsin thefishery, collecting traditiona knowledge from el dersand compiling mapped data
and archival material onthefishery. Dr. JamesKari hasworkedinthe Copper River basinasalinguist for
over 20 yearsand has published significant worksin the Ahtnalanguageincluding the Ahtnadictionary.

Partner ships/Collabor ation: For the current project, the collaborating tribeswill beresponsiblefor hiring
tribal membersto conduct harvest interviewsintheir villages. GloriaStickwan of the Copper River Native
Association (CRNA) will hire one person to conduct harvest surveysinthemember villages. Shewill also
hireatranscriber and an elder to transcribe and annotate taped interviews. CRNA hasalsoincluded, as
part of their proposed budget, money for ameeting to discussresearch results. ArleenLenard of the
ChitinaVillage Council will hiretwo temporary staff to conduct harvest interviewsinthe Chitinaarea. Joe
Hicksof the Cheesh’ naVillage Council will conduct theinterviewsinthe Chistochinaarea. The Mentasta
Tribal Council will hiretribal membersto conduct interviewsin and around Mentasta. They havea so
contracted to produce the mapsfor theproject. Attheend of the project therewill beameeting of the
principal investigator and all of thetriba entitiesto discusstheresults.

Recommendation:

Thisproject extendsavery effective collaborative research approach fromlast year, turning to
documentation of harvest patternsand Tradlitional Ecological Knowledgefor non-salmon speciesinthe
Copper River basin. Thisproject isrecommended for funding.

Judtification:

By documenting uses of and knowledge about non-salmon species, thisproject helpsto achievea
comprehensiveview of Copper River subs stencefishing asadynamic system. Although Federd
management i ssues concerning conservation and all ocation of these speciesarelessacutethan with saimon,
thereisfar lessbas cinformation about therole of freshwater speciesinloca subsistence adaptations. This
project will provideinformation on changesin stocksand harvest practicesover time. When combined with
the sdlmon studly, it becomes possibleto analyzeinteractionsand redirection of effort from salmon to non-
salmon species, among harvest areasand seasons. Also of strategic value, thisstudy helpstofirmly
establish astrong new method, particularly by providing for new Ahtnalanguageinterviewsand trandations
of previoudy tapedinterviews. Thisproject employsthetechnical approach proven successful inthe salmon
project, including appropriate use of astandardized questionnaire, and extended interviewswith key Ahtna
Eldersand other long-timeresidents. Participation of anlinguist fluentin Ahtnaand well knownto Ahtna
elders, isalso anunusual strength of thetechnical approach. Anambitioussampling target isoffered, though
discrepancieson pages 3 (500 interviews) and page 4 (685 interviews) should beclarified. The
investigation team isexceptionally experienced and accomplished. 1naddition, thisproject adopted avery
ambitiousmodd of partnerships, withtriba partnersassuming significant responsbility for conducting and
reporting interviewsin their communities.
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